
Guidance relating to Acupuncture, ear and body piercing, tattooing, 
semi-permanent skin-colouring and electrolysis 

If you provide or intend to provide one or more of the above treatments, you must be 
registered as a person and the premises must also be registered under The Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 Part VIII. The only exemption is if you 
are, or are supervised by, a registered medical practitioner, or you are a dentist.  

What to do if you wish to apply for registration 
If the premises are already registered, you are only required to register yourself at the 
premises. For a list of those premises already registered, visit the web page: 
https://www.guildford.gov.uk/acupunctureandcosmetictreatmentsregistration.

Complete the application form: http://www.guildford.gov.uk/media/16293/Piercing-
Tattooing-Acupuncture-Electrolysis-and-Skin-Colouring-application-for-registration-
form/pdf/Microsoft_Word_-_skinpier_application_form.pdf 
Send the completed application form and associated documents to Guildford Borough 
Council either via post or email to HCCS@guildford.gov.uk and call 01483 505050 to make 
payment.  On receipt of your application and payment you will be contacted to arrange an 
appointment to meet with you at the premises. You must be confident that upon 
submitting an application, you are ready to have the premises inspected and you have 
submitted evidence of training, a sharps waste collection agreement, appropriate 
insurance and a client medical questionnaire. During the visit, an inspection of the 
premises will be carried out. Prior to this you should ensure that there are sufficient 
facilities at the premises including a wash hand basin with hot water, soap and towels, 
washable wall and floors and suitable disinfectant. As a practitioner, you will be asked to 
provide evidence of your training and to demonstrate your knowledge relating to 
disinfection. The business must have third party liability, to cover claims from damages or 
negligence, as well as employer’s liability insurance where appropriate.  

On submission of your application, you can expect a visit to be carried out within two 
weeks. If your application is not complete (for example you are unable to submit 
documentation referred to above) or you are unable to arrange a visit within one month from 
submission of your application, we will close the application. 

Once a visit with you to the premises has been carried out and the Officer is satisfied that 
the Bylaws (See link: http://www.guildford.gov.uk/media/1322/Byelaws-for-
Acupuncture-tattooing-etc/pdf/Byelaws_for_Acupuncture_tattooing_etc.pdf can be 
complied with, a registration certificate will be issued. 

It is an offence to provide acupuncture, ear and body piercing, tattooing, semi-permanent 
skin colouring and electrolysis without registering the person and the premises. 

Note:  Acupuncture – if you provide treatments to people in their homes only and do not practice from a

premises, you will only need to register as a mobile practitioner.

 It is an offence to tattoo any person under the age of 18 years (Tattooing of Minors Act 1969)
regardless of parental consent.
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