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Assessment  

Purpose A 

Strong Contribution: This AA is adjacent to the large built up area of 
Blackwater Valley (Ash and Tongham urban area) with a physical connection 
on its western boundary. The AA contains a very small amount of potentially 
inappropriate existing development in the east of the parcel, near to 
Chambers Road and is partially enclosed by existing development to the 
north and west. Existing development and woodland to the north, south and 
west would restrict development and prevent sprawl in these directions but 
there is no physical boundary in reasonable proximity to contain 
development and restrict sprawl to the east and south east. Development of 
the AA would result in an incongruous pattern of development.  



Purpose B 

Moderate Contribution: The AA is adjacent to the Ash and Tongham Urban 
Area and forms a relatively substantial part of the gap to Woking. 
Development of the AA would be unlikely to result in the loss of visual 
separation. The AA makes a moderate contribution towards the prevention 
of neighbouring towns merging into one another, owing to natural landscape 
features and topography. 

Purpose C 
Contribution: Minimal existing development therefore safeguards the 
countryside from encroachment.  

Purpose D 
No Contribution: This AA is not adjacent to or within the setting of a historic 
town and as such makes no notable contribution to purpose D.   

Purposes A, B, C and D 
conclusion 

Strong Contribution 

Grey belt conclusion 
(purposes A, B and D) 

Not Grey Belt 
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Assessment  

Purpose A 

Strong Contribution: This AA is adjacent to the large built up area of 
Blackwater Valley (Ash and Tongham urban area) with a physical connection 
on its western boundary. The AA does not contain any existing development 
and is partially enclosed by existing development to the south and west. The 
A323 and existing development to the south of the AA and existing 
development to the west would restrict and contain development in these 
directions but there are no other physical features in reasonable proximity to 
restrict and contain development to the north or east. Development of the 
AA would result in an incongruous pattern of development due to its scale 
and the ‘finger’ extending east from Blackwater Valley. 



Purpose B 

Moderate Contribution: The AA is adjacent to the Ash and Tongham Urban 
Area and forms a relatively small part of the gap to Guildford. Development 
of the AA would be unlikely to result in the loss of visual separation. The AA 
makes a moderate contribution towards the prevention of neighbouring 
towns merging into one another, owing to natural landscape features and 
topography. 

Purpose C 
Contribution: Minimal existing development therefore safeguards the 
countryside from encroachment.  

Purpose D 
No Contribution: This AA is not adjacent to or within the setting of a historic 
town and as such makes no notable contribution to purpose D.   

Purposes A, B, C and D 
conclusion 

Strong Contribution 

Grey belt conclusion 
(purposes A, B and D) 

Not Grey Belt 
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Assessment  

Purpose A 

Weak Contribution: This AA is near but not adjacent to the large built up 
area of Ash and Tongham. The AA contains a significant amount of 
potentially inappropriate existing development and is not enclosed by 
existing development. The extensive woodland to the north, east and west 
and Guildford Road A323 and Pirbright Road A324 to the south would restrict 
and contain development in all directions. Existing development on the AA is 
already forming an incongruous pattern of development sprawling from the 
large built up area.  

Purpose B 
Weak Contribution: The AA comprises a small part of the gap between Ash 
and Tongham Urban Area and Guildford. Development of the AA would be 
unlikely to result in the loss of visual separation. The AA makes a weak 



contribution towards the prevention of neighbouring towns merging into 
one another, owing to the extensive structures across the site. 

Purpose C 
No Contribution: Does not assist in safeguarding the countryside from 
encroachment. 

Purpose D 
No Contribution: This AA is not adjacent to or within the setting of a historic 
town and as such makes no notable contribution to purpose D.   

Purposes A, B, C and D 
conclusion 

Weak Contribution 

Grey belt conclusion 
(purposes A, B and D) 

Grey Belt 
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Assessment  

Purpose A 
No Contribution: This AA makes no notable contribution to purpose A 
because it is not adjacent or near to a large built up area.  

Purpose B 

Weak Contribution: The AA comprises a small part of the gap between Ash 
and Tongham Urban Area and Guildford. Development of the AA would be 
unlikely to result in the loss of visual separation. The AA makes a weak 
contribution towards the prevention of neighbouring towns merging into 
one another, owing to the extensive structures across the site. 

Purpose C 
No Contribution: Does not assist in safeguarding the countryside from 
encroachment. 



Purpose D 
No Contribution: This AA is not adjacent to or within the setting of a historic 
town and as such makes no notable contribution to purpose D.   

Purposes A, B, C and D 
conclusion 

Weak Contribution 

Grey belt conclusion 
(purposes A, B and D) 

Grey Belt 
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Assessment  

Purpose A 

Moderate Contribution: This AA is adjacent to the large built up area of 
Blackwater Valley (Ash and Tongham urban area) with a physical connection 
on its north western boundary. The AA contains a small amount of 
potentially inappropriate existing development in the north and east, and is 
partially enclosed by existing development to the north, north east and north 
west. The A323 to the north and railway line to the south of the AA would 
restrict and contain development and restrict sprawl in these directions but 
there are no other physical features in reasonable proximity to restrict and 
contain development to the east. Development of the AA would not result in 
an incongruous pattern of development.  



Purpose B 

Weak Contribution: The AA is adjacent to the Ash and Tongham Urban Area 
and forms a small part of the gap to Guildford. Development of the AA would 
be unlikely to result in the loss of visual separation. The AA makes a weak 
contribution towards the prevention of neighbouring towns merging into 
one another, owing to natural landscape features and topography. 

Purpose C 
Contribution: Minimal existing development therefore safeguards the 
countryside from encroachment.  

Purpose D 
No Contribution: This AA is not adjacent to or within the setting of a historic 
town and as such makes no notable contribution to purpose D.   

Purposes A, B, C and D 
conclusion 

Strong Contribution 

Grey belt conclusion 
(purposes A, B and D) 

Grey Belt 

 

  




